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The “Department of Educational Sciences and Early Childhood Education”, which was 
initially known as “Department of Early Childhood Education”, was founded in 1983. 
Throughout its history, the Department has always been concerned with (a) conducting 
research that aims at promoting all these sciences which are internationally defined 
as “Sciences of Education”, and (b) providing its graduates with the academic education 
and the practical skills they need for succeeding in their profession. Furthermore, 
since the beginning of its Postgraduate Program of Studies, the Department has 
also been concerned with providing its postgraduates with the high-level scientific 
knowledge that is required for being engaged in educational research.

The enormous changes in the educational systems both internationally and in our 
country, the experience derived from the almost three decades of the Department’s 
history, the enlargement of scope and the emergence of multiple research directions 
during this period, as well as the various social and educational expectations invested 
in the Greek Departments of Education, are included among the factors that have 
shaped our Department to its present form: that of a modern higher institution, which 
covers the wide spectrum of Educational Sciences at the research level. 

The informative overview of the Department’s research activities which is the main 
subject of this leaflet, aims at encouraging educational researchers from all over the 
world, who possibly share similar interests and follow similar lines of research with 
our research groups or individual faculty members, to get in contact with them and 
explore the possibility of partnerships. It is our belief that a more systematic exchange 
of ideas between members and groups of the international community of educational 
research could possibly make fruitful contributions not only to the community, but also 
to modern society itself.

Leonidas Sotiropoulos

Associate Professor

Head of the Department of Educational Sciences and Early Childhood Education

Introduction
by the Head of the Department
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Introduction

The foundation of Greek University Departments of Educational Studies (a) in 
Early Childhood Education and (b) in Primary Education was first carried out in 1983, 
according to the law 1268/82. The first three Departments of Educational Studies in 
Early Childhood Education were founded at the Universities of Patras, Athens and 
Thessaloniki. Later on, six more of these Departments have been founded at other 
Universities of the country, as well. 

According to the provisions of the Presidential Decree 320/83, the University 
Departments of Educational Studies in Early Childhood Education aim at (a) promoting 
the Educational Sciences, (b) covering the educational needs of the future pre-school 
teachers in regard to pedagogical issues, and (c) providing them with all the scientific 
knowledge that is required for their professional career. 

Most of the Greek Departments of Educational Studies in Early Childhood Education 
have recently been renamed, in order to indicate better their scientific orientation 
and the content of the studies they offer. Thus, according to a Ministerial decision, the 
former “Department of Early Childhood Education” of the University of Patras is now 
known as “Department of Educational Sciences and Early Childhood Education”. It is 
noted that the professional identity of the Department’s graduates still remains the 
same.

Overview of the Department’s Structure

The Department of Educational Sciences and Early Childhood Education is organized in 
three Divisions: 

•	 Division of Cognitive and Differential Analysis

•	 Division of Theoretical and Applied Pedagogy

•	 Division of Social Theory and Analysis

Moreover, the following laboratories function within the Department: 

•	 Laboratory of Didactics of Science, Mathematics and ICT

•	 Laboratory of Pedagogic Research and Implementation

•	 Laboratory of Language and Literature

•	 Laboratory of Sociology and Vocational Education

•	 Laboratory of Special Education

Department of Educational Sciences 
and Early Childhood Education

Administration

Head of the Department  
Leonidas Sotiropoulos

Associate Professor 
lsotir@upatras.gr

Deputy Head of the Department  
Pandelis Kiprianos

Associate Professor 
Kiprian@upatras.gr

Secretary 
Katerina Charalampakopoulou 

graecedu@upatras.gr

Secretariat Staff 
Amalia Altanopoulou

Athina Aravantinou
Eleni Efthimiou

Maria Souza

Contact Information 
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Divisions & Faculty Members

Division of Cognitive 	
and Differential Analysis

Head of Division

Dimitrios Koliopoulos

Faculty members

Professors

Aphrodite Xeromeritou

Vassiliki Zogza

Associate Professors

Dimitrios Koliopoulos

Assistant Professors

Stathis Balias

Konstantinos Zacharos

Lecturers

Marida Ergazaki

Maria Poulou

Technical staff

Vassiliki Kozia

Division of Theoretical 	
and Applied Pedagogy

Head of Division

Vassilis Komis

Faculty members

Professors

Konstantinos Ravanis

Associate Professors

Vassilis Komis

Assistant Professors

Thanassis Karalis

Alexandra Mouriki

Antonis Vaos

Lecturers

Renia Gasparatou

Maria Kampeza

Vassiliki Riga

Nikolaos Tselios

Teaching staff

Maria Kentrota

Georgia Parparoussi

Technical staff

Spyros Nikolaou

Division of Social Theory 	
and Analysis

Head of Division

Marianna Kondyli

Faculty members

Associate Professors

Amalia Ifanti

Marianna Kondyli

Pantelis Kiprianos

Leonidas Sotiropoulos

Assistant Professors

Gerassimos Koustourakis

Lecturers

Dimitrios Politis

Nektarios Stellakis

Technical staff

Christiana Gatomati
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Overview of the Department’s Programs of Studies

Undergraduate Program of Studies

The studies at the Department of Educational Sciences and Early Childhood Education 
endure four years. In order to be awarded the Department’s Degree, students are 
required to gain 240 ECTS (i.e. successfully complete 48 courses).
Prerequisites for the Degree: 
a) to have passed all compulsory courses,
b) to have completed the compulsory course of “Teaching Practice”. 

Preparing a “Thesis” - under a supervision of a faculty member - is optional and 
provides students with 15 ECTS. The completion of a Thesis reduces the overall 
number of the courses required for the Degree to 45. 

Some of our optional courses are offered in the form of seminars, while others include 
practical work in the form of laboratory sessions apart from the lectures. 

In the context of the student exchange program “Erasmus”, our undergraduates may 
spend some time of their studies in one of the European Universities we are connected 
with. 

When graduating from the Department, they may pursue a professional career 
as preschool teachers in either public or private kindergartens, or apply for post- 
graduate studies like the ones offered by us.

Postgraduate Program of Studies

The Department offers both M.A. and Ph.D. Degrees in Educational Sciences. The 
candidates are expected to already hold a first Degree relevant to our Postgraduate 
Program of Studies. This could be a Degree in Humanities and Social Sciences (i.e. 
Education, Psychology, Sociology, Philosophy), or a Degree in Natural Sciences (i.e. 
Physics, Biology), Mathematics and ICT. 

The M.A. Degree requires two years of studies and concerns one of the following 
areas: 

a. Social Theory, Policy and Practices in Education

b. Educational Psychology - Special Needs Education

c. Language, Art and Culture in Education

d. Didactics of Natural Sciences: Curricula, Evaluation and ICT in Education
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Didactics of Science, Mathematics and ICT

Group Members

Konstantinos Ravanis 
Professor
ravanis@upatras.gr

Dimitrios Koliopoulos 
Associate Professor
dkoliop@upatras.gr

Didactics of Physics

Introduction

The Didactics of Physics Group (DPG) conducts research in Physics Education at all 
levels of the national educational system with a focus on Early Childhood Education, 
and investigates ways of transforming research results into suitable material 
for teacher training. DPG interacts and collaborates with individual researchers 
and research groups internationally, conducting comparative studies. Within this 
framework, DPG is involved in several national partnerships (Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, University of Peloponnese, University of Thessaly), as well as in several 
international ones (GESTPro at Aix-Marseille University, in France, Learning in Physics 
Group at the University of Cyprus, in Cyprus). The group is comprised of two faculty 
members, four postdoc researchers (Dr C. Dedes, Dr P. Pantidos, Dr N. Dapontes, Dr 
N. Kanderakis) and six PhD students.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Study of students’ conceptual representations of natural phenomena and concepts 
of physics, before, during and after teaching. 

•	 Study of the epistemological and didactic dimensions of the transformation of 
scientific knowledge to “school science” at different educational levels, as well as 
study of the development of relevant educational material for formal and non-
formal (science museums) environments. 

•	 Study and development of models of in-service and pre-service training in science 
education and study of the teaching methods of natural sciences for instructors of 
all educational levels. 

•	 Study of relationships between Applied Semiotics and Science Education.

Funded Projects 

•	 2010-2013: “Fibonacci project”-Design, implement and test a process of 
dissemination in Europe of inquiry-based teaching and learning methods in 
science and mathematics (Sc. coordinators: Jasmin, D. and Baptist, P.), Funding EU 
(7th Framework Programme).

•	 2008-2010: “History and Philosophy in Science Teaching” (Sc. coordinator Höttecke, 
D., Universität Bremen), Funding: EU (7th Framework Programme).

•	 2004-2007: “Karatheodoris project”-Planning, implementation and evaluation 
of teaching projects for the Early Childhood Education related to a Zoological 
university museum (Sc. coordinator: Koliopoulos, D.), Funding: University of Patras.

•	 2001-2003: “Pratiques d’écriture et instrumentation du psychisme: Approches 
psychologiques et didactiques” (Sc. coordinator Weil-Barais, A., Université 
d’Angers), Funding: Ministère de la Recherche (France).  

R E S E A R C H  F I E L D
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 Representative Publications 

Koliopoulos, D. (2009). The 4th Hellenic Conference on the History and Philosophy 
of Science and Science Teaching “The Cultural Component of Science in Education”: 
Introduction. Science & Education, 18(9), 1101-1103.

Ravanis, K., & Boilevin, J. M. (2009). A comparative approach to the representation of 
light for five-, eight- and ten-year-old children: educational perspectives. Journal of 
Baltic Science Education, 8(3), 182-190.

Koliopoulos, D., Christidou, V., Symidala, I., & Koutsoumba, M. (2009). Pre-energy 
reasoning in pre-school children. Review of Science, Mathematics and ICT Education, 
3(1), 123-140.

Kampeza, M., & Ravanis, K. (2009). Transforming the representations of preschool-age 
children regarding geophysical entities and physical geography. Review of Science, 
Mathematics and ICT Education, 3(1), 141-158.

Dedes, C., & Ravanis, K. (2009). History of science and conceptual change: the formation 
of shadows by extended light sources. Science & Education, 18(9), 1135-1151.

Dedes, C., & Ravanis, K. (2009). Teaching image formation by extended light sources: 
The use of a model derived from the history of science. Research in Science Education, 
39(1), 57-73.

Didactics of Biology

Introduction

The research group of Biology Didactics is part of the “Laboratory of Didactics of 
Science, Mathematics and ICT”, which although conducting research within all the 
educational levels, it actually has a special concern for the early childhood education 
research in particular. The Laboratory is interested in (a) the Didactics within the sub-
domains of physics, mathematics and biology, (b) the non-formal science education 
and its connection with the formal one, and (c) the ICT-based science education. 

The research work of the Biology Didactics group with young children is concerned 
with (a) how they start developing their own understanding of the biological world, and 
(b) how they could possibly be supported in this process with appropriately designed 
learning environments. The group is also concerned with (a) older learners and the 
ways through which they may collaboratively construct new biological knowledge, 
and (b) teachers and how they could be supported in promoting active learning in their 
classes.

Research Fields/Activities

Our research activities within the domain of Biology Didactics have to do with:

•	 tracing learners’ ideas and reasoning about biological entities and processes,

•	 developing constructivist learning environments in order to support learners 
towards a better conceptualization of the biological world,

•	 studying learners’ argumentative discourse within tasks of collaborative 
knowledge construction,

•	 studying learners’ shared reasoning within computer-supported modeling tasks,

•	 studying learners’ attitudes about biology-based applications in everyday life,

Group Members

Vassiliki Zogza 
Professor
zogza@upatras.gr

Marida Ergazaki 
Lecturer
ergazaki@upatras.gr
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•	 developing analytic tools for monitoring learners’ progress in constructing 
biological knowledge,

•	 exploring ways of supporting teachers in implementing inquiry-based learning 
environments in the classroom.

Funded Projects  

•	 2010-2013: “Fibonacci project”-Design, implement and test a process of 
dissemination in Europe of inquiry-based teaching and learning methods in 
science and mathematics (Scientific coordinators: Jasmin, D. and Baptist, P.), 
Funding: EU (7th Framework Programme).

•	 2004-2007: “Pythagoras I”-“Methods and Techniques for Analyzing the Collaborative 
Construction of Reasoning Strands within Computer-Supported, Authentic 
Learning Environments” (Scientific coordinator: Zogza, V.). Co-funding: European 
Union & Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs (EPEAEK II).

•	 2000-2003: “ModelsCreator/Pinelopi”-Environment of expression, modeling and 
communication for the development of learning, imagination and reasoning 
(Scientific coordinator: Komis, V.). Funding: Ministry of Education and Religious 
Affairs (EPEAEK).

Representative Publications 

Ergazaki, M., & Andriotou, E. (2010). From ‘forest fires’ and ‘hunting’ to disturbing 
‘habitats’ and ‘food chains’: Do young children come up with any ecological 
interpretations of human interventions within a forest?, Research in Science Education, 
40(2), 187-201.

Ergazaki, M., Saltapida, K, & Zogza, V. (2010). From young children's ideas about germs 
to ideas shaping a learning environment, Research in Science Education, 40(5), 699-715. 

Kampourakis, K., & Zogza, V. (2009). Preliminary evolutionary explanations as a basic 
framework for conceptual change and explanatory coherence in evolution, Science and 
Education, 18(10), 1313-1340.

Ergazaki, M., & Zogza, V. (2008). Exploring lake ecology in a computer-supported 
learning environment, Journal of Biological Education, 42(2), 90-94.

Ergazaki, M., & Zogza, V. (2005). From a causal question to stating & testing 
hypotheses: exploring the discursive activity of biology students. In Kerst Boersma, 
Martin Goedhart, Onno de Jong, Harrie Eijkelhof (Eds), Research and the Quality of 
Science Education (pp. 407-417), Springer. 

Ergazaki, M., Komis, V., & Zogza, V. (2005). High-school Students’ Reasoning while 
Constructing Plant Growth Models in a Computer-Supported Educational Environment, 
International Journal of Science Education, 27(8), 909-933.
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Mathematics Education

Introduction

The research interests of the Mathematics Education branch of the “Laboratory 
of Didactics of Science, Mathematics and ICT” have mainly to do with teaching 
mathematical concepts in early childhood education and in primary and secondary 
education, as well. More specifically, the branch is concerned with detecting the 
age-related, conceptual obstacles that learners may encounter in specific areas 
of mathematics, as well as with suggesting suitable methods for helping them 
to overcome these obstacles and enhance their mathematical understanding. 
Furthermore, we are interested in familiarizing educational sciences students with 
the research methods of mathematics education and in providing them with the 
opportunity to be engaged in basic or applied educational research.

Research Fields/Activities

Our research activities within the domain of Mathematics Education have to do with:

•	 developing learning environments in order to teach mathematical concepts in early 
childhood education,

•	 detecting students’ prevailing -and usually ineffective strategies- for solving 
mathematical problems, as well as suggesting teaching strategies for modifying 
them,

•	 studying students’ and teachers’ attitudes towards the subject of mathematics and 
its teaching, 

•	 studying whether computers could serve as a useful tool for promoting students’ 
understanding of mathematical concepts.

Funded Projects  

•	 2010-2013: “Fibonacci project”-Design, implement and test a process of 
dissemination in Europe of inquiry-based teaching and learning methods in 
science and mathematics (Scientific coordinators: Jasmin, D. and Baptist, P.), 
Funding: EU (7th Framework Programme).

•	 2009-2011: “Attitudes and Beliefs of Prospective Early Childhood Education Teachers 
towards Mathematics and its Instruction” (Scientific coordinator: Konstantinos 
Zacharos, program “K. Karatheodori” funded by University of Patras, Greece).

Representative Publications 

Zacharos, K., Antonopoulos, K., & Ravanis, K. (2011). Activities in mathematics 
education and teaching interactions. The construction of capacity measurement in 
preschoolers. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 19(3), (in press).

Zacharos, K., Koliopoulos, D., Dokimaki, M., & Kassoumi, H. (2007). Attitudes and 
Beliefs of Prospective Early Childhood Education Teachers towards Mathematics and 
its Instruction. European Journal of Teacher Education, 30(3), 305-318. 

Zacharos, K. (2006). Prevailing Educational Practices of Area Measurement and 
Students’ Failure. Journal of Mathematical Behavior, 25(3), 224-239.

Group Member

Konstantinos Zacharos 
Assistant Professor
zacharos@upatras.gr
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Information and Communication Technologies 		
in Education

Introduction

The research group of “Information and Communication Technologies in Education” 
(ICTE) (www.ecedu.upatras.gr/icte) is active during the last 10 years in the areas of 
design, implementation and evaluation of innovative educational technologies, of 
Didactics of Informatics and of teachers’ training in ICT. Among other research actions, 
we have developed learning activities and educational software for concept mapping, 
modeling and problem solving (Representation, ModelsCreator), computer-supported 
collaborative learning (Modeling Space, Synergo) and Didactics of Informatics 
(Language Interpreter and Visual Flowchart). In addition, we have developed learning 
activities and mobile infrastructure for informal learning activities in the context of 
museum visits. As far as design and evaluation of educational software are concerned, 
methods and tools (such as CMTool, ActivityLens, Autocardsorter and Infoscent 
evaluator) to evaluate usability of educational software have been developed, in close 
collaboration with the Laboratory of Interactive Technologies, Electrical Engineering 
Department of the University of Patras. The group is comprised of two faculty 
members, three postdoc researchers and ten PhD students and has more than 180 
publications in international and Greek journals and conferences with at least 800 
citations (source: Scholar Google). 

The ICTE Group is actively involved in several national partnerships (University of 
Patras, Athens, Crete, Aegean, Thessaly and Thrace), as well as in several international 
ones (Universities of Paris 5 (La Sorbonne), Montreal, Mons, Huddersfield, Amsterdam, 
Lisbon, Technical University of Eindhoven etc.). The faculty members of the group 
have participated in several research projects as leaders (Representation-Educational 
Multimedia, Odyssey-Sirines, Odyssey-Penelope, Pleiades-Niriides, Teachers’ Training 
in ICTE) or members (ModellingSpace-IST, Odyssey-Sirines). The head of the group 
has organized 2 national conferences (Informatics in Education and Didactics of 
Informatics).

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Design and evaluation of educational software.

•	 Computer-supported collaborative learning.

•	 Usability evaluation methods and tools for educational applications.

•	 Technology acceptance of e-learning environments.

•	 Context aware learning environments.

•	 Web based learning environments.

•	 Didactics of Informatics. 

•	 Teachers’ Training in ICT.

•	 Mobile learning.

Funded Projects  

•	 2010-2013: “Fibonacci project”-Design, implement and test a process of 
dissemination in Europe of inquiry-based teaching and learning methods in 
science and mathematics (Scientific coordinators: Jasmin, D. and Baptist, P.), 
Funding: EU (7th Framework Programme).

•	 2008-2009: Teachers Training in pedagogical applications of ICT.

 

Group Members

Vassilis Komis 
Associate Professor
komis@upatras.gr

Nikolaos Tselios 
Lecturer
nitse@ece.upatras.gr

Post doc Researcher
Giorgos Panselinas
panselin@sch.gr

PhD Students

Athanasia Balomenou
smpalom@upatras.gr

Kostas Diplas
cdplus@upatras.gr

Andromahi Filippidi
afillipidi@upatras.gr

Alkis Georgopoulos
alkis@sch.gr

Kostas Lavidas
lavidas@upatras.gr

Anastasia Mysirlis
amisirli@upatras.gr

Io Papadimitriou
iopapad@upatras.gr

Marioleni Parissi
parisima@upatras.gr

Aggeliki Tzavara
tzavara@upatras.gr

Iro Voulgari
avoulgari@upatras.gr
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•	 2006-2009: QALIBRA (Quality of life-integrated benefit and risk analysis), European 
Commission's 6th Framework Program, contract number FOOD-CT-2006-022957.

•	 2006-2008: Development of web portal and mobile applications, Museum of 
Solomos and Eminent Zakynthians.

•	 2005-2008: HCI: Research and development of predictive information foraging 
models in the WWW, Postdoctoral fellowship, Pythagoras program, Greek Ministry 
of Education.

•	 2005-2007: TELL: Towards Effective network-supported Collaborative Learning 
activities.

Representative Publications
Panselinas, Y., & Komis, V. (2010). Using educational software to support collective 
thinking and test hypotheses in the computer science curriculum, Education and 
Information Technologies (DOI: 10.1007/s10639-009-9107-y), (in press). 

Voulgari, A., & Komis, V. (2010). Immersion, Collaborative Tasks and Problem Solving 
in Massively Multiplayer Online Games, Learning, Media and Technology, 35(2), 171-202.

Katsanos, C., Tselios, N., & Avouris, N. (2010). Evaluation Web site Navigability: 
Validation of a tool-based approach through two eye-tracking studies. New review of 
Hypermedia and Multimedia, 16(1), 1-20.

Katsanos C., Tselios N., Avouris N. (2008). Automated semantic elaboration of web site 
information architecture. Interacting with computers, 20(6), 535-544.

Tselios, N., Katsanos, C., Kaxrimanis, G., & Avouris, N. (2008). The notion of Information 
Foraging as a design and evaluation tool for Distance Learning Systems. In Pahl, C. 
(ed.), Architecture Solutions for E-Learning Systems, pp. 320-339, Hershey, PA, USA: 
Information Science Reference.

Tselios, N., Avouris, N., & Komis, V. (2008). Towards a unified usability evaluation 
approach for learning software environments: Issues and challenges. Education and 
Information Technologies Journal, 13(1), 55-76, March 2008.

Ergazaki, M., Zogza, V., & Komis, V. (2007). Analyzing Students’ Shared Activity while 
Modeling a Biological Process In a Computer-Supported Educational Environment, 
Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, April, 23(2), 158-168. 

Komis, V., Ergazaki, M., Zogza, V. (2007). Comparing Computer-Supported Dynamic 
Modeling and ‘Paper & Pencil’ Concept Mapping Technique in Students’ Collaborative 
Activity, Computers and Education, 49(4), 991-1017. 

Ergazaki, M., Komis, V., & Zogza, V. (2005). High-school Students’ Reasoning while 
Constructing Plant Growth Models in a Computer-Supported Educational Environment, 
International Journal of Science Education, 27(2), 909-933.
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R E S E A R C H  F I E L D

Theory and Politics of Education

Theoretical Approaches and Curriculum Models in Early 
Childhood Education

Introduction

Changing needs of society and new research results provide new directions in early 
childhood education. Our research work is concerned with ways of tracing young 
children’s conceptions of the world they live in and exploiting them in the context of 
developmentally appropriate learning environments. Our aim is to promote not only a 
critical understanding of developmental theories and research, but also a systematic 
use of this knowledge in the design and evaluation of educational activities that aim at 
advancing children's development and learning.

In addition, there is a vivid interest in the enhancement of the teaching practice of 
our students. The emphasis is placed on “students-future educators” as critical, 
life-long learners who need to become capable of considering different educational 
perspectives and testing them in practice. Teaching is approached as a demanding 
intellectual activity and as a profession that requires a high level of content knowledge, 
a rich repertoire of powerful pedagogical practices and finally a deep appreciation of 
the potential contribution of education in society.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Exploring current issues in early childhood education and early childhood 
instructional programs.

•	 Supporting an effective learning process by developing cross-curricular activities.

•	 Fostering inquiry-based learning and reflection in the classroom. 

•	 Exploring collaboration of individuals and communities.

Funded Projects 

•	 2010-2013: “Fibonacci project”-Design, implement and test a process of 
dissemination in Europe of inquiry-based teaching and learning methods in 
science and mathematics (Scientific coordinators: Jasmin, D. and Baptist, P.), 
Funding: EU (7th Framework Programme).

•	 2003-2007: “Heraklitos, research scholarship”-Development, implementation 
and evaluation of a teaching program for early childhood education in the field of 
elementary Astronomy. Co-funding: European Union & Ministry of Education and 
Religious Affairs (EPEAEK II).

•	 1998-2001: “Natural Sciences in the Greek Curriculum: development, 
implementation and evaluation of introductive activities concerning properties and 
phenomena of natural world and Natural Sciences’ concepts for preschoolers”. 
(Scientific coordinator: Ravanis, K.). Funding: University of Patras.

Group Member

Maria Kampeza 
Lecturer
kampeza@upatras.gr
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Representative Publications 

Kampeza, M., & Ravanis, K. (2009). Transforming the representations of preschool age 
children regarding geophysical entities and physical geography. Review of Science, 
Mathematics and ICT Education, 3(1), 141-158.

Karalis, T., Sotiropoulos, L., & Kampeza, M. (2007). La contribution de l’éducation 
tout au long de la vie et de l’anthropologie dans la préparation professionnelle des 
enseignants: réflexions théoriques. Skholê, HS(1), 149-155.

Kampeza, M. (2006). Preschool children’s ideas about the Earth as a cosmic body and 
the day /night cycle. Journal of Science Education, 7(2), 119-122.

Educational Policy and Planning

Introduction

The research interests of our group are concerned with the investigation of specific 
topics on educational policies and practices, in an attempt to study and analyze 
the key trends in education policy today. The main aims of our research field are 
the following: a) To investigate the understanding of educational issues in different 
contexts (i.e.: institutional, local, national and global) and highlight the comparative 
interest in education; b) to enhance the critical awareness of policy-making; c) to 
examine the politics of the curriculum in various settings and different age phases; d) 
to extend our understanding of the curriculum design and development by analyzing 
current teaching and learning practices; e) to explore the factors that ensure teachers’ 
professional development, as well as their impact on students’ learning and school 
improvement; f) to investigate health promotion education policies in the international 
context and carry out relevant case studies: for this purpose, our group has developed 
a collaboration with the Medical School of the University of Patras.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Educational politics and policies (Case studies, historical and comparative 
approaches).

•	 The comparative interest in education.

•	 Globalization and education.

•	 Decision making policies.

•	 Educational planning and control.

•	 The politics of the school curriculum.

•	 The politics of educational changes.

•	 School empowerment policies. 

•	 The politics of lifelong learning.

•	 Teachers’ education, training and professional development.

•	 Quality issues in education. 

•	 Health promotion education policies.

Funded Projects 

•	 2009-2012: University of Patras, Karatheodori Fund (Scientific Coordinator: Amalia 
A. Ifanti).

Group Members

Amalia Ifanti
Associate Professor
ifanti@upatras.gr

Research Students

Vasiliki Fotopoulou
vfotopoulou@upatras.gr

Alexandra Panagiotopoulou
apanag@upatras.gr

Dimitra Triga
triga@upatras.gr

Georgios Vozaitis
vozaitis@upatras.gr
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Representative Publications 

Ifanti, A.A., & Fotopoulou, V.S. (2010). Undergraduate students’ and teachers’ 
perceptions of professional development and identity formation. A case study in 
Greece. KEDI Journal of Educational Policy, 7(1), 157-174.

Assimakopoulos, K., Karaivazoglou, K., Ifanti, A., Gerolymos, M., Kalofonos, H., & 
Iconomou, G. (2009). Religiosity and its relations to quality of life in Christian Orthodox 
cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy. Psycho-Oncology, 18, 284-289. 

Ιfanti, A.A., Iconomou G., Viha, A., & Kalofonos, H.P. (2009). Undergraduate nursing 
students' views on Oncology. A case study in Greece. Journal of BUON, 14(4), 689-694. 

Ifanti, A.A. (2009). Attemps to empower schools in the Greek educational system. In A. 
Nir (ed.), Centralization and School Empowerment. From Rhetoric to Practice (pp.107-
119). New York: Nova Science Publishers. 

Ifanti, A.A. (2007). Policy and curriculum development in Greece. The case of secondary 
school curriculum. Pedagogy Culture and Society, 15(1), 71-81. 

Ifanti, A.A. (2007). The status of undergraduate Educational Policy at University 
Departments of Education in Greece. KEDI Journal of Educational Policy 4(1), 99-115.

Epistemology and Philosophy of Education

Introduction

Philosophy in general, and epistemology and philosophy of education in particular, 
pose questions that any teacher or educational researcher should be concerned with. 

Epistemology analyses the concept of knowledge. In the Department of Educational 
Sciences and Early Childhood Education we investigate proper methods of acquiring 
and justifying beliefs. The epistemological debate is focused on analyzing how 
knowledge is related to similar notions such as truth, belief, justification, reliability, 
corrigibility etc. The cognitive aspects of emotions and intuitions are also investigated. 
We therefore examine how other sciences can contribute in addressing significant 
epistemological issues.

Philosophy of education investigates what constitutes upbringing as well as education, 
and clarifies the norms that are revealed by such processes. In the Department of 
Educational Sciences and Early Childhood Education we focus on the philosophical 
study of the purpose, the nature and the ideals of education. The limits of knowledge 
and education are examined; the legitimization of education, both as an institutionalized 
process and as an academic discipline, is investigated; and the relation between 
educational theory and practice is studied. Philosophy of education is strongly related 
with other branches of philosophy, such as epistemology, philosophy of science, 
ethics and political philosophy. In the Department of Educational Sciences and Early 
Childhood Education we examine educational questions mostly in relation with the 
epistemology and philosophy of science. Moreover, we investigate methods for 
teaching philosophy from early childhood to the level of post-graduate studies.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Treatment of the problems of epistemology.

•	 Clarification and evaluation of arguments.

•	 Understanding the differences among the several theories of knowledge.

Group Member

Renia Gasparatou 
Lecturer
gasparat@upatras.gr
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•	 Philosophical treatment of the problems of education.

•	 Understanding the differences among the several philosophies of education. 

•	 Study of the methods of educational research.

•	 Study of the relation between educational research and other sciences.

•	 Improvement of the methods for teaching philosophy in schools and academic 
institutions. 

•	 Advancement of the philosophy for children movement.

Funded Projects 

•	 2009-2010: State Scholarship Foundation. Scholarship for the study of the use of 
intuitions in epistemology. The study includes the investigation of the development 
of epistemic intuitions throughout upbringing and education.

Representative Publications 

Gasparatou, R. (2010). Folk Intuitions, Science-Fiction and Philosophy. Journal of 
Cognition and Culture, 10(3-4), 371-376.

Gasparatou, R. (2010). Experimental Appeals to Intuition. Critica, 42(124), 31-50.

Gasparatou, R. (2009). Education as Initiation to ‘forms of life’: Conceptual Investigation 
and Education Theory. International Journal of Learning, 16(1), 25-33.

Lifelong Learning and Adult Education

Introduction

The research unit of “Lifelong Learning and Adult Education” belongs to the “Division 
of Theoretical and Applied Pedagogy” and is a member of the intramural research 
network of “Economics and Management of Knowledge and Innovation” (EMAKI) of the 
University of Patras. 

Our research work focuses on the main aspects of lifelong learning policies and 
institutions, adult education contemporary theoretical approaches, planning and 
evaluation of adult education programs, lifelong education of teachers, as well as initial 
and continuing education of other professionals.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Lifelong Learning Policies and Institutions.

•	 Planning and Evaluation of Adult Education Programs.

•	 Teachers’ Education.

•	 Educational Needs Analysis.

•	 Initial and Continuing Education of Professionals.

•	 Transformative Education.

•	 Situated Learning.

Group Members

Thanassis Karalis 
Assistant Professor
karalis@upatras.gr

PhD Students

Anastassia Raikou

George Simopoulos
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Funded Projects 

•		 2008-2009: Evaluation of Training of Trainers Programs (Prefectural Administration 
of Achaia).

•		 2007-2009: Development of four occupational standards (National Accreditation 
Centre).

•		 2007-2008: Coordination of the National Thematic Research Network “Lifelong 
Learning” (EQUAL Community Initiative).

•		 2006: Education needs analysis for employees in the region of Attica-Greece 
(Hellenic Workers Confederation).

•		 2006: Planning of Distance Education Programs (EQUAL Community Initiative and 
Hellenic Confederation of Professional Craftsmen and Merchants).

Representative Publications 

Karalis, T. (2010). Situated and Transformative learning: exploring the potential of 
critical reflection to enhance organizational knowledge, Development and Learning in 
Organizations, 1/24, 17-20. 

Ravanis, K., Balias, S., Karalis, T., & Komis, V. (2010). La formation universitaire des 
enseignants du préscolaire et du primaire en Grèce: évolutions et perspectives, Revista 
de Formacion e Innovacion Educativa Universitaria, 1/3, 33-42.

Karalis, T. (2009). Lifelong Learning and Preschool Education: Odd Couple or Eclectic 
Relationship?, Problems of Education in the 21st Century, 12, 68-73.

Komis, V., Karalis, T., Ravanis, K., & Balias, S. (2009). La formation initiale des 
enseignants en Grèce dans les trente dernières années: le difficile défi de la 
professionnalisation, Formation et Profession, 2(16), 45-47.

Raikou, N., & Karalis, T. (2007). Student mobility from a Greek perspective: Benefits 
and difficulties as expressed by the participating students, Higher Education in Europe, 
4(32), 347-357.
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R E S E A R C H  F I E L D

Human Rights, Sociology, Anthropology 
and History of Education 

Sociology of Education

Introduction

The sociology of education is a vital discipline that includes empirical, applied, 
interpretative, critical and postmodern analytical perspectives. This discipline has very 
much to offer in understanding the problematic of social control and social order in a 
rapid changing world. The students of the Department, as prospective professionals in 
the sectors of public or private early childhood education, must be able to draw upon 
the sociological theory in order to understand, explain and analyze the basic elements 
that form the framework of the modern society in which they have to live and work. 
In addition, they have to be well aware of the social impact of their work with young 
children. Our research work focuses on the following aspects: a) sociology of school 
knowledge and pedagogical practices, b) historical and comparative sociology of 
education, c) sociological approaches of open and distance learning, and d) sociological 
approaches of ICT in education.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Sociology of Education.

•	 Sociology and Comparative Education.

•	 Sociology of school knowledge and pedagogical practices.

•	 Sociological aspects of ICTs.

•	 Sociological aspects of open and distant learning.

•	 Historical sociology of education.

Funded Projects 

•	 2008: Development of the educational software “ISTOPOLIS” for the Greek Schools 
of Primary and Secondary Education (Scientific Coordinator: Panagiotakopoulos, 
C.). Co-funding: European Union (C’ KPS) and Ministry of Education and Religious 
Affairs.

Representative Publications 

Bouzakis, S., & Koustourakis, G. (2009). Historicity as a legitimizing argument in the 
case of the Greek educational reforms of 1985 and 1997-1998 in general and technical-
vocational education. History of Education, 38(2), 283-302.

Koustourakis, G., Panagiotakopoulos, C., & Vergidis, D. (2008). A Contribution to the 
Hellenic Open University: Evaluation of the pedagogical practices and the use of ICT on 
distance education. International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning, 
9(2), 1-18.

Group Member

Gerasimos Koustourakis 
Assistant Professor
koustourakis@upatras.gr
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Koustourakis, G. (2007). The new educational policy for the reform of the curriculum 
and the change of school knowledge in the case of Greek compulsory education. 
International Studies in Sociology of Education, 17(1/2), 131-146.

Anthropology and Education

Introduction

With interests that focus on the examination of aspects, through ethnographic tools, 
of educational acts, this research approach has to do, among others, with unearthing 
the “hidden curriculum”, examining the functional aspects of an educational act, using 
reflexivity, experimenting with discourse analysis. The anthropological research 
method has been widely used in many countries, so as to understand better what is 
happening during an educational act. The research that is conducted in our Department 
has to do with the adaptations that ethnography has to undergo for such an attempt; 
particularly when the educator is involved in researching the class that he/she teaches, 
the required changes regarding the research method may be significant. Reflexivity 
and fieldwork techniques may possibly be useful tools for the teacher, but there are 
several critical issues that need to be thoroughly explored. For instance: how easy is it 
for a teacher to learn this research method and use elements pertaining to it, so as to 
understand better what is happening in the class that he/she teaches; to what depth 
can research go; which adaptations may be needed to facilitate its use by an educator; 
to what extent is reflexivity feasible; how long should the research period be.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Use of reflexivity by educators.

•	 The educator as researcher.

•	 Use of elements of the ethnographic method for research by educators in the 
classes they teach.

•	 How and when can it be useful to use ethnographic techniques in education.

Representative Publications 

Karalis, T., Sotiropoulos, L., & Kampeza, M (2007). La contribution de l’éducation 
tout au long de la vie et de l’anthropologie dans la préparation professionnelle des 
enseignants:réflexions théoriques. Skholê, HS(1), 149-155. 

Sotiropoulos, L. (2005). Intégrer a la fois le "social" et l' "individuel" dans l'analyse 
ethnographique. Revue Européenne d'Ethnographie de l'Education, 4, 95-100.

Sotiropoulos, L. (2004). Ethnographic research in education: some proposed adaptations. 
Reunion cientifica international sobre Εtnografia Y Education, Talavera. 

Group Member

Leonidas Sotiropoulos 
Associate Professor
lsotir@upatras.gr
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History of Education

Introduction

Nowadays education is a powerful vehicle for providing adequate professional skills 
and for creating intellectual elites. Furthermore, education is of vital importance for 
strengthening democratic institutions and cultivating civic values. Finally, it is also 
instrumental for the transmission and reproduction of societal values.

Understanding the reciprocal dynamic relationship between society and education 
through time constitutes a major field of inquiry and contributes in deciphering and 
grasping the potential for change in any given society. Educational institutions and 
the social and pedagogical practices developed within them are the result of the 
interplay of internal factors of a society and of external influences upon it; they are 
best explored and studied comparatively. As far as the Greek educational system is 
concerned, it may be pointed out that it has been under foreign influence which was 
initially originated from the Western European social thought, as this was expressed by 
scholars from Germany and France in particular, while after WW II it was actually the 
North-American influence that became paramount. 

The History of Education constitutes a research field that facilitates focusing on 
the making of the Greek society, its culture, the formation of elites, and exploring 
relationships with other countries of Western Europe and North America.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Comparative History of Education.

•	 Educational Policy.

•	 Sociology of Education.

•	 Teachers’ Education.

•	 Educational Inequalities.

•	 Higher Education.

Funded Projects 

•	 2007-2008: Istopolis-Chryssalides-Action Pleiades-R.A.C.T.I. and Greek Ministry of 
Education and Religion Affairs. Coordinator. University of Patras, Department of 
Primary Education. 

•	 2005-2007: Rom's scolarisation, EPEAEK, a. Coordinator University of Thessaly.

•	 2003-2004: Rom's scolarisation, EPEAEK, b. Coordinator University of Ioannina.

Representative Publications 

Kiprianos, P., & Vaos, A. (2009). Le poids du passé: Beaux-arts et éducation formelle en 
Grèce du XIXe siècle. Renaissance, Armand Colin, Paris, 144, 115-127. 

Κiprianos, P. (2007). Child, Family, and Society, Athens, Gutenberg (in Greek).

Kiprianos, P. (2007). La formation des élites grecques dans les universités occidentales 
(1837-1940). Histoire de l’Education, INRP, 113, 3-30. 

Kiprianos, P., & Choumerianos, M. (2005). Football fans: everyday life and identities. 
Imeros (5.1), 193-206 (in Greek). 

Κiprianos, P. (2004). Comparative History of Greek Education, Athens, Vivliorama 
editions (in Greek). 

Kiprianos, P., Balias, S., & Passas, V. (2003). Greek Policy towards Immigrants and 
Immigration. Social Policy, 37(2), 157-174.

Group Member

Pandelis Kiprianos 
Associate Professor
Kiprian@upatras.gr
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Theory of Democracy and Human Rights Education

Introduction

Nowadays, the empowerment of democratic institutions and principles through the 
education constitutes a necessity for the democratic societies; especially for the ones 
that have significant problems regarding the level of institutions and the type of public 
ethical democracy, such as the society of Greece. It is internationally recognized, in 
our era, that democracy should be revitalized through education, so as democratic 
principles to be reinforced and virtuous citizens to be formed. If this actually happened, 
then there would be an enhancement of responsible attitudes towards public issues 
and public interest. The building of a kind of democratic morality based on human 
rights and especially child’s rights is a critical prerequisite for the revitalization 
of democracy and the formation of responsible and active citizens. However, the 
fulfillment of the above mentioned requires a significant contribution on behalf of the 
higher education, which is expected to provide students of pedagogical Departments 
with the knowledge and skills that they will need for promoting the formation of 
responsible and active citizens when becoming professional teachers.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Human Rights-Human Rights Education.

•	 Children’s Rights.

•	 Citizenship.

•	 Education and Democracy.

Representative Publications 

Ravanis, K., Balias, St., Karalis, Th., & Komis, V. (2010). La formation universitaire 
des enseignants du préscolaire et du primaire en Grèce : évolutions et perspectives, 
Revista de Formaciόn e Innovaciόn Educativa Universitaria (REFIEDU), 3(1), 33-42.

Balias, St. (2008). Human Rights and Civilisations: in response to recent international 
crisis concerning the implementation of the documents of the United Nations which are 
related to human rights, Tetradia Politikis Epistimis, 5, 95-111.

Balias, St. (2007). L’éducation tiraillée par le discours traditionaliste et les valeurs de la 
démocratie libérale: l’exemple grec. Etudes Balkaniques, (1), 73-85.

Group Member

Stathis Balias 
Assistant Professor
balias@upatras.gr
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R E S E A R C H  F I E L D

Language and Literature 

Introduction

The research interests of the group members are strictly connected to the aims 
of the Laboratory of Language and Literature (established in 1996, reactivated in 
2006), which mainly concern making contributions both in language/literature theory 
and in teaching/learning practices. Educational Linguistics, Literacy Education, 
Sociolinguistics, Theory of Literature and Teaching of Literature do provide the 
theoretical tools for pursuing the more specific objectives of the group. However, there 
is an effort to relate our research with educational practices, having a special concern 
for the early childhood linguistic and literacy education as well as for the informal 
settings (family, social environment) which are considered to be crucial contexts of 
primary socialization. Thus, conducting basic or applied research and developing 
teaching programmes in collaboration with other academic and research institutions 
in Greece and abroad, organizing scientific meetings and seminars (further educational 
programmes for in-service kindergarten teachers), and organizing and running 
children's libraries lie at the heart of group’s interests.

The members of the Laboratory are in permanent collaboration with the Greek 
National Committee of the World Organization for Early Childhood Education (O.M.E.P.) 
and with the O.M.E.P. Committees of Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic and Sweden, 
as well as with the English Language and Literature Department of the University of 
Athens. Finally, the academic agreements of staff and the exchanges of students with 
Universities of Bulgaria, Cyprus and Denmark within in the context of “Erasmus” are 
also to be mentioned.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Literacy pedagogy in preschool and primary education.

•	 Family literacy.

•	 Analysis of the transitivity system in Greek language.

•	 Analysis of (linguistic) exchanges in educational settings.

•	 Critical analysis of literary texts (for children and adults).

•	 Theoretical approaches to literature / Applications of Theories of Literature to 
literary texts.

Funded Projects 

•	 2008-2009: “Operational Programme for Education and Initial Vocational Training” 
- O. P. “Education” - 2.1.2g: “Language Proficiency Testing System”, Greek State 
Certificate of Language Proficiency (KPG), Department of English Language and 
Literature, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (M. Kondyli). 

•	 1997-2006: Comenius-C 21, “Only Connect: Bringing European Schools Together 
Through Books” [University of Exeter and University of St. Andrews (U.K.), Institut 
Universitaire des Maître de l’Academie de Strasbοurg (France), Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid and Universidad de Málaga (Spain), University of Athens 
and University of Patras (Greece)] (D. Politis). 

Group Members

Marianna Kondyli 
Associate Professor
kondyli@upatras.gr

Nektarios Stellakis 
Lecturer
nekstel@upatras.gr

Dimitrios Politis 
Lecturer
dimpolitis@upatras.gr
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Representative Publications 

Politis, D., & Panaou, P. (in press). Imaging Words: Visual and Textual Literacy 
Combined. In Proceedings of Global Conference: Visual Literacies: Exploring Critical 
Issues, 30/6/2008-3/7/2008. Oxford-Mansfield College: U.K.

Politis, D., & Papadatos, G. P. (2009). From the theory of Curriculum to the teaching 
practice: The risking of literature in Primary School. Ιn G. Bagakis & K. Demertzi (Eds.), 
A year after the application of the new Curriculum. What changed? (pp. 253-263). Athens: 
Grigoris (in Greek). 

Katsiki-Guivalou, A., & Politis, D. (2009). Théorie de la Littérature pour Enfants: Dans 
les, ou au-delà des, ‘Grandes Théories’ ? Neohelicon, 36(1), 25-34. 

Koustourakis, G., & Stellakis, N. (2009). New Curriculum-New Roles for kindergarten 
teachers: An in-depth investigation of presupposition of knowledge forms regarding 
literacy in Greek Pre-Primary Curriculum. In Proceedings of European Conference of 
Ο.M.E.P.: Current Issues in Preschool Education in Europe: Shaping the Future (pp.294-
304). April 28-30. Syros, Greece. 

Kondyli, M., & Lykou, C. (2008). Defining and classifying in classroom discourse: some 
evidence from Greek pre-school education. Language and Education, 6, 331-343. 

Politis, D. (ed.). (2008). Literary book and School. Athens: Papadopoulos (in Greek). 

Kondyli, M., & Maniou, E. (2007). Recontextualization of commonsense knowledge in 
Environmental Studies text books (1st and 3rd grade): Representations of the natural 
and the social world. Kritiki Epistimi kai Ekpaidefsi, 6, 3-24 (in Greek).

Kondyli, M., & Stellakis, N. (2006). Literacy in pre-primary school: One programme, two 
approaches. In P. Papoulia-Tzelepi, A. Fterniati, & K. Thivaios (Eds.). Literacy research 
and practice in the Greek society (pp. 159-180). Athens: Ellinika Grammata (in Greek). 

Politis, D. (2006). Les Livres pour Enfants et les Pratiques Interculturelles dans l’École 
Primaire d’Aujourd’hui. Didactica. Lengua y Literatura, 18, 237-247. 
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Psychology and Special Needs

Group Member

Maria Poulou 
Lecturer
mpoulou@upatras.gr

Educational Psychology

Introduction

In a context where the role of the teacher and teacher education are undergoing 
considerable changes, educational psychology, the field of psychology most closely 
related to education, has a lot to offer. Through a productive dialectic relationship 
between psychology and education, educational psychology provides the knowledge 
defined by its field to be utilised by teachers, whereas teachers gain a wider re-
conceptualisation of their practice. Our research work focuses on topics related to the 
implementation of psychology in educational settings, such as teachers and students’ 
relationships, teaching process, students’ emotional and behavioural difficulties, 
learning and motivation theories, classroom management and educational research, 
as well as teacher professional development.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Students with emotional and behavioural difficulties.

•	 School and family relationships.

•	 Teachers and school psychologists’ co-operation.

•	 Social and emotional learning/ social resilience.

•	 Teachers’ self-efficacy/ reflective practice.

•	 Classroom management.

Representative Publications 

Poulou, M. (2007). Personal teaching efficacy and its sources: Student teachers’ 
perceptions. Educational Psychology, 27(2), 191-218.

Triliva, S., & Poulou, M. (2006). Greek teachers’ understandings and constructions of 
what constitutes Social and Emotional Learning. School Psychology International, 27(3), 
315-338. 

Poulou, M. (2005). Educational psychology within teacher education. Teachers and 
Teaching: Theory and Practice, 11(6), 555-574.

Special Needs

Information about the research activities of the “Special Needs” group may be found at 
the site: http://rdo.upatras.gr/v1/academic_directory/research_record/433.

R E S E A R C H  F I E L D

Group Member

Aphrodite Xeromeritou

Professor
xeromer@upatras.gr
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Aesthetic Education-Creation and Expression

Group Members

Alexandra Mouriki 
Assistant Professor
mouriki@upatras.gr

Antonis Vaos 
Assistant Professor
vaos@upatras.gr

Georgia Parparoussi 
Teaching Staff
parparou@upatras.gr

Maria Kentrota 
Teaching Staff
kentrota@upatras.gr

Aesthetic Theory and Education 

Didactics of Visual Arts 

Didactics of Music

Introduction

The research interests of the “Aesthetic Education” group members are orientated 
towards art and aesthetic education theory, as well as towards teaching and learning 
practices in arts education. Aesthetic Theory and Education, Didactics of Visual 
Arts and Didactics of Music intend to provide future educators with the necessary 
theoretical tools for understanding the significance of aesthetic and art education, their 
multi-dimensionality, the role and scope of the arts in general and their place and 
contribution in school programs and formal and informal learning environments in 
particular. 

More specifically, our group is concerned with: a) mapping out the content and 
boundaries of aesthetic and art education and highlighting the interrelations between 
aesthetics and aesthetic education; b) investigating the conditions and presuppositions 
implicated in the process of designing, implementing and evaluating art activities 
which are geared to young children’s abilities and aim at the accomplishment of 
specific educational goals.

Research Fields/Activities

•	 Theories of aesthetic education and critical investigation of prevailing models of 
aesthetic education.

•	 Contemporary theories of art and aesthetic experience and their implications for 
aesthetic education. 

•	 Study of historical and contemporary approaches in the Didactics of arts. 

•	 Forms and meaning of visual and musical expression. 

•	 Child art creation and examination of young children’s ways of responding to art 
forms.

•	 Ways of approaching, interpreting and evaluating art works. 

•	 Design, implementation and assessment of art activities. 

•	 Insertion of art activities into cross-curricular projects.

Representative Publications 

Mouriki, A., & Vaos, Α. (2010). 'What, After All, Is Art?' The Perplexing Question and Art 
Education. The International Journal of the Arts in Society, 5,  http://www.arts-journal.
com.

R E S E A R C H  F I E L D
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Kiprianos, P., & Vaos, A. (2009). Le poids du passé: Beaux-arts et éducation formelle en 
Grèce du XIXe siècle. Renaissance (Editions Armand-Colin), 154, 115-127. 

Mouriki, A., & Vaos, A. (2009). Ways of making and seeing, ways to think about art. The 
International Journal of the Arts in Society, 4(2), 207-216.

Vaos, A. (2008). Issues in Visual Arts. Art Activity as Teaching Deed. Athens: Topos (in 
Greek).

Mouriki, A. (2008).The Re-orientation of Aesthetics and its Significance for 
Aesthetic Education. In Palmer, C. and Torevell, D. (eds.). The turn to aesthetics: An 
interdisciplinary exchange of ideas in applied and philosophical aesthetics (pp. 160-167). 
Liverpool, Liverpool Hope University Press.

Mouriki, A. (2008). Use, Abuse and a different Experience of Beauty. Proceedings of 
the 17th International Congress of Aesthetics, International Association for Aesthetics 
(ΙΑΑ): Aesthetics bridging Cultures, Ancara, July 9-13, 2007. http://www.sanart.org.tr/
congresses/ICA/proceedings.htm#M

Mouriki, A., & Vaos, A. (2007). Aesthetic Education and Art Education. The 
‘Transformational’ Power of Art. In Nikos Govas & Nassia Choleva (Eds), Theatre and 
Education: Creating New Roles for the 21st Century, Athens International Conference 
2006 Proceedings, Hellenic Theatre/Drama & Education Network, Athens. 

Vaos, A., & Mouriki, A. (2007). Art Education as Topos of Reflection and Construction of 
Social Conscience. In St. Balias (ed.), Active Citizen and Education (pp. 45-66). Athens: 
Papazissis (in Greek).

Vaos, A. (2007). Visual Arts in Primary School. Issues concerning school curricula and 
the role of educator. Visual Arts Education, 23, 173-176 (in Greek).

Physical Education

Bodily and Theatrical Expression

Introduction

Compiled in 2003, the current curriculum for preschool education in Greece includes 
“Creation and Expression” as a fundamental general direction that concerns the 
development and implementation of educational programmes pertaining to Physical 
Education and Theatre-Drama. 

In kindergarten, art coexists with movement. Thus, it is actually of key importance to 
be concerned with studying the development and implementation of cross-curricular 
activities that aim at helping children to develop their prior movement experiences 
and pave the way for further exploration of their own potential, to mobilize their 
imagination, encourage their expression, nurture their creativity, and build their health.

Our research interests are orientated towards teaching and learning practices in 
movement education. More specifically, we are concerned with: a) how the movement 
influences the cognitive development of the children, and b) the ways through which 
education will adopt more holistic approaches towards the child as a student. We 
are also concerned with how ECE teachers’ initial and further training influence the 
educational process and which teaching methods and approaches may facilitate active 
and efficient learning on behalf of both children and adults.

Group Member

Vassiliki Riga 
Lecturer
vriga@upatras.gr
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Research Fields/Activities

•	 Movement: the role of movement in the development and learning at preschool 
age, the development and improvement of children’s physical and rhythmic 
abilities and movement skills, psychomotricity, lifelong exercise, play as a means 
for movement, cognitive, social and sentimental development, traditional games.

•	 Human body: the dimensions of the human body, body control and posture 
techniques, the body in education. 

•	 Expression: bodily expression, theatrical expression, improvisation, dramatization, 
non-verbal communication, theatrical game, creativity.

•	 Adults’ training: experiential-embodied training and activities, group dynamics, the 
teacher as an animator.

Funded Projects 

•	 2009: Ministry of Interior and National and Kapodestrian University of Athens. 
"Pedagogical Programme for Municipal Day Care Centres and Nurseries of the 
Ministry of Interior". Scientific Team Member (Κ.Α.70/98864).

•	 2009: Bernard van Leer Foundation. "The Mosaic Approach in Greece". Project 
Leader (GRE-2008-123).

•	 2006-2008: European Programme SOCRATES/Grundtvig. "Adult’s Training 
Project Parent-Teacher Partnership for Children’s Τransition to School". Project 
Coordinator in Greece (06-GRC01-S2G01-00034-1 and 07-GRC01-GR04-00064-2).

Representative Publications

Riga, V. (2008). The History of Body: From Philosophical Approaches to the Modern 
“Physicality Movement” in Education. In Μ. Pourkos (ed.), Embodied Mind, Framed 
Knowledge and Education: Approaching the Poetics and the Culture of the Thinking Body. 
Interdisciplinary Approaches (pp. 295-326). Athens: Gutenberg (in Greek).

Riga, V., & Botsoglou, K. (2004). Reforming the “traditional” Teaching Methods in In-
Service Training Programs for Early Childhood Teachers. An Action Research Project. 
International Journal of Learning, 11, 223-230.

Riga, V. (2004). Motor education in preschool institutions. The case of Greece. Proc of 
3rd International Symposium A CHILD IN MOTION, University of Ljubljana and University 
of Primorska, Kranjska gora (Slovenia), 30th September-2nd October 2004. Retrieved 
November 11, 2004, from http://www.zrs-kp.si/projekti/otrokvgibanju/Otrok%20v%20
gibanju.pdf
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In this map, the buildings of the Department of Educational Sciences and Early 
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